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Voting Rights In Peril? 

An anonymous letter circulates from a student 
angered by a SSMU Senate reform proposal 



by Jon Bricker 

A move by the SSMU to strip students of 
voting powers in Senate flections 
would mark a brash effort at central- 
izing power and would further represent a 
slap in the face of democracy, according to 
a confidential letter circulated last week. 

The anonymous letter, circulated to 
Student governors and campus media, 
detailed a sentiment that a provision 
being considered by SSMU's University 
Affairs committee was misdirected and 
should be heeded by students as ill-willed. 
The proposal calls for refonns to the stu- 
dent Senate Caucus, including one to 
make the position SSMU-appointed, and 
no longer elected by students within each 
faculty. 

"The SSMU intends to take over the 
appointment of students' representatives to 
the university senate in order to 
hare complete control over them 
and their views," said the letter 

None of the letter's recipients | 
knew who the letter originated from 
and they were generally surprised by f 

the pressai which remains in its 
preliminary discussion stages. But ( 

student rejvs shared sentiments with | 

the letter, and were wary of what the 
refonns could mean 

But SSMU's VI’ University 
Affairs, Xavier Van Chau, defended his 
refomi push, saying that the change to an 
appointment process would unite and 
strengthen the student voice to the Senate - 
McGill's top academic authority body. 

"We want to confront the administra- 
tion with a professional look, as a unified 
front," Van Chau said 

While Ms Senator Jeff Feiner agreed 
with the need for change in the Caucus 



and saw Van Chau’s efforts as aimed in the 
right direction, he criticized the move from 
an elected Caucus. 

"How can you truly feel that you repre- 
sent that constituency if they did not put 
you there?" 

Those angered, however, point out that 
the propsed “unified" voice would be 
monopolized by SSMU while oilier student 
groups would be silenced. 

"This new provision (allowing for arbi- 
trary nomination of Senators by the SSMU 
executives) will be buried, in the hope that 
no one will notice. A great democratic 
move for our new executive," said the let- 
ter, resending to the proposal that would 
see faculty associations nominating Senate 
candidates, with SSMU’s University Affairs 
Committee interviewing candidates and 



w How can you truly 
feel that you represent that 
constituency if they did not 
put you there? A |! 



ap|»inling the student body's Senate reps. 

"I tend to forget these issues of power 
and prestige. I'm not in it for politics, I’m 
in it for the students," said Van Chau. "But 
it's really not contentious at all." 

"There would be no change in the 
spheres of influence between the Faculty 
Association and the SSMU.... My only con- 
cern is taking away the direct democracy 
from students," he added. 



“They're essentially our seats but 
they've become important positions within 
Faculty Associations as well," he said, not- 
ing that the thirteen Senate seats were 
originally given to the student society in 
the 70's and that eleven of the seats were 
later given out to the faculty associations. 

Van Chau said that presently, the 
Caucus invites students seeking decoration 
in their final years. "Being a Senator is a 
real job," he said. "Right now, there’s a 
lack of communication between the indi- 
viduals. At most levels, students sit repre- 
senting the student body by representing 
themselves.” 

The unified voice agenda which Van 
Chau has yet to present to SSMU also called 
for the establishment of a new Academic 
Research Officer position to coordinate stu- 
dent representation on various 
McGill committees and assign- 
— ing of S|iecific res|)onsibilities to 
each of the thirteen Senators. 

I ly The proposed structure, he said, 

would make it easier for the 
Caucus to make their cases on 
academic issues such as class 
sizes and the im|x;rsonality of 
studying at a research-intensive 
/ university like McGill. 

Feiner believed that course 
evaluations should be added to the list of 
issues which a revamped Caucus could 
address. "An issue like that could lie 
pushed a lot more forcefully," he said. 

The University Affairs Committee 
will meet with the faculty associations 
and Senate Caucus in the coming 
weeks, and the proposal should come 
before the SSMU in the next few 
weeks. 
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Judge Strikes Down Controversial 

Student Loan Law 

Student groups hope the Newfoundland ruling will pave the 
way for students seeking bankruptcy claims 



by Jon Bricki-r 

N ew federal student bankruptcy 
laws arc discriminatory and 
smack of denied Chartered equal- 
ity rights, said a Newfoundland Supreme 
Court Judge last week in a ruling that 
stirs new ho|x? for the thousands whose 
loan debt loads have become unmanage- 
able. 
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unemployed teacher wtio challenged the 
bankruptcy law’s validity under the 
equality’ provision of the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, Canada's highest 
legislative authority. The bankruptcy 
law, introduced as one of a number of 
student loan reform initiatives in the 
1998 federal budget, prevented students 
front declaring bankruptcy for ten years 
after graduation, while the Bankruptcy 
and Insolvency Act lets individuals 
declare after (usl two years on non-stu- 
dent loans. 

"The law is discriminatory and it is 
now clear that the federal government 
won’t solve the debt crisis by criminaliz- 
ing student loan borrowers," said 
Michael Coition, National Chaiqterson 

S ; Canadian Federation of Students. 
CFS has been fighting the law for 
last year and a half. 

The law, Conlon says, clearly sin- 
les out young people and students, 
lready being hit hard by skyrocket- 
ng tuition and often crippling debt 
loads, by making it harder for 
them than for the rest of the pub- 
lic to relieve their debt crises. “It 
‘s a legal precedence dial discrim- 



inates against one segment of society,” he 
said. 

But tiie government defended tire leg- 
islation, citing tire earning potential of 
[lost-secondary grads, and a high default 
rate on student- loans. "We were having 
problems with the integrity of the pro- 
gram," said Human Resources and 
Development Spokesperson James Van 
Raelty. 

"We invested a great deal of money in 
tiie '98 budget. We had to make sure the 
money was being used as it was intended, 
so the money would be there in the 
future," he said, adding that the legisla- 
tion also considered the earning |ioten- 
tial that he says comes with a |iost-sec- 
ondary degree. 

But according to recent statis- 
tics, the average debt load for a Canadian 
undergraduate today is $25,000, with 
about one million Canadians currently 
paying off their student loans. As of 1996, 
the last year die legislation gave students 
full rights to declare bankruptcy, tiie 
average salary for students declaring 
bankruptcy was only $ 1 1 ,000. 

Connie Velda Pilgrim, the Happy 
Valley, Goose Bay native who graduated 



536,567 in debt was among the million 
Canadians struggling with her debt 
before the ruling. 

In his ruling, Supreme Court Justice 
T. Alex Hickman, found in favour of 
Velda Pilgrim saying, "The possibility of 
(Pilgrim) being in a position at a future 
date to redeem her indebtedness to the 
crown, in whole or in part, is speculative 
and does not provide a realistic basis for 
accepting the Crown’s submission." 

Hickman sided with Velda Pilgrim's 
claim that the federal law infringed on 
Section 15f of the Charter which guaran- 
tees Canadians equality under the law 
and freedom from discrimination based 
on age, gender, colour, ethnicity, and dis- 
ability. 

"It's important because the judge- 
ment defies the federal legislation," said 
Conlon. "The federal government has to 
be concerned about our Charter chal- 
lenge," he added. 

The government however, 
insisted that the legislation must be seen 
within the broader scojie of the other ini- 
tiatives that came with last year’s budget. 
“It's important to place the measure in 
the context of a number of other meas- 



Free Tuition, Baby! 



ures," said a Finance Ministry spokesjier- 
son Jean-Michel Catta, referring to new 
tax credits and interest and debt relief 
measures, as well as the Liberals’ much- 
touted multi-billion dollar Millennium 
Fund. 

CFS meanwhile has added 
complaints with Millennium Fund to its 
campaign as well though, calling it nar- 
row in its sco[ie, and inaccessible to die 
majority of students. The federation has 
also made its own effort at setting legal 
precedent on the bankruptcy issue. 

List winter, CFS found a stu- 
dent willing to take die government to 
task in Annick Chénier, a St. Paul 
University graduate now living in 
Ottawa. Chénier, who challenged the fed- 
eral government before die courts, was 
seeking to rid herself of a $63,000 debt 
that she called unmanageable with 
mondily payments gobbling up about a 
third of her income. 

And Conlon hopes her case will make 
use of the precedent set in Newfoundland 
list week. "The judge essentially struck 
down the legislation," he said, speaking 
to new- found optimism for further legis- 
lation refonn. 



Saskatchewan Premier attempts to woo the student voters with wild promise 



by David Podgorski 

A fter nearly a decade of education cuts 
and increased fees, students in 
Saskatchewan are finally being 
promised a major break from the provin- 
cial New Democratic Party. 

NDP leader Roy Romanow has 
offered students a generous bursary in 
the form of a free year of tuition for all 
first year students in Saskatchewan - a 
promise that has set him apart from 
other provincial governments in 



Canada. 

The NDP plans to make this a yearly 
budget expense of $20 million, with the 
goal of keeping students in the province. 
The party is also looking to extend the pro- 
gram to all students. 

"We believe that producing public dol- 
lars is a good initiative," said Deb Young. 
NDP researcher, stressing the ini|>ortance 
of post-secondary education. “It's one of 
the only ways of producing a well-trained 



BRAIN IMAGING RESEACH 

Researchers in McGill University's Depl. of Psychiatry are look- 
ing for healthy, medication-free men (age 1 8-30: 55-99kg: 
non-smokers) to participate in a study about the effects of diet 
and amphetamine on brain activity. The study involves an 
interview, a medical exam, the injeslion of protein drinks, 
administration of the medication d-amphelamine, and brain 
imaging. Participants will be compensated for their time. The 
principal investigator is Dr. Leyton. 

Please leave a message for Diane Goundeau at 398-8595. 



workforce. Grade twelve isn’t enough any- 
more." Saskatchewan undergraduates are 
also looking at the bursary favourably. “It's 
a positive thing, because it increases acces- 
sibility... it makes sense for the province's 
students," said Scan McEachem, President 
of the University of Regina Students 
Association. However, he is also concerned 
it is currently o|ien only to new matricu- 
lants. 

While Young and McEachem are confi- 
dent in the idea, others are more critical of 
a blanket offer without distinguishing 
where the money should be allocated. The 
Saskatchewan Party has made a point of 
being one of the most vocal op|>onents of 
what they view as nothing more than a way 
of getting votes. 

“Help the students when they finish 
their education. Help them find jobs," 
explained Paul Crozier of the 
Saskatchewan Party campaign. Crazier 
believes that the most effective way of help- 
ing students is giving breaks on student 



loans and bursaries. He also believes the 
NDP will live to regret making this promise 




Romanow 

as they have no means of funding it 
“/Ml we get from them is generalities... 
they could chop it off the | universities'] 
o|>erating budget," lie argued. “They're 
dropping this issue like a hot |x>tato." 

The NDP is optimistic on its promises, 
however. Their election platform also 
includes $1 OIK) dollars in tax cuts to all 
Saskatchewan residents, the hiring of 500 
more health-care providers and 200 more 
[«lice officers province-wide, and a bal- 
anced budget. 



"This is all accounted for through pro- 
jected economic growth," Young said. 

Finding funding may lie a problem, 
but Romanow is unique in pro|>osing a 
plan that will provide |iost-secondary edu- 
cation exclusively :is a public expense, if 
only for a year. This puts him directly at 
odds with wealthier provinces such as 
Ontario and Quebec, which have reduced 
their funds for universities despite receiv- 
ing the lion's share of transfer payments. 
Ontario has made up for this loss by let- 
ting its students accept larger debt loads, 
while Quebec undergraduates have their 
tuition frozen at less than $2 000. 
Romanow’s plan may be popular with 
students, hut it is unlikely that other 
provincial governments will follow suit. 
As Jean-Yves Derosi of the Quebec Ministry 
of Education said, funding for education 
is not a priority in Quebec: "The econom- 
ic situation is helping, but education is 
not being discussed. Maybe in fifty years, 
who knows?" 





by Jason Chow 

A s expected, the Shatner building 
hummed with activity at Actvities 
Night yesterday. New faces were every- 
where as crowds filled the cafeteria and 
ballroom looking for ways to become more 
involved in student life. 

However, this could be said of last year's 
activity night, and all those before. 
Complaints about apathy are renewed 
every year. And yet the faces around 
Shatner remain the same on all the other 
days of the year. Add this to perpetually low 
voter turnout in SSM.U and faculty elec- 
tions, and it would seem that student apa- 
thy is a real problem at McGill. But is it 
really? 

For argument's sake, say students here 
really are apathetic. The sheer size of 
McGill must play a part in this. With fresh- 
man class sizes in the hundreds and a 
largely impersonal bureaucracy where ID 
numbers are more important than names, 
how can we expect students to think that 



Apathy 



they are part of a community? 

The reality of today’s student is differ- 
ent than the one of generations before. 
With rising tuition costs and mounting 
student debt many need to work while at 
school. Between a job and studying, little 
time is left for any involvement No longer 
can a sliulcnt earn his keep over a summer 
job. Nor can a student easily delay gradua- 
tion to devote higher time to a cause like 
many did years ago. Such a thought is sim- 
ply too costly to today's student. 

Or is it that Montreal too vibrant of a 
city? Unlike Queen's or many of the other 
"spirited" schools set in smaller cities and 
towns, McGill is in a bus)’ metropolis of 
three million - with something to cater to 
everyone’s tastes. It isn't the centre of the 
city. It isn’t the only community for stu- 
dents in Montreal like it is in Kingston or 
Anligonish, NS. How can we expect stu- 
dents to hang around a crumbling con- 
crete mess called the Shatner building 



when the whole city awaits them? 

Who cares anyway? We’re too bus)' in 
the rat race, finishing university with the 
least amount of inconvenience to enter the 
workforce earlier so we can pay off our 
debts. But in reflecting on our time here, 
our memories will be of little more than 
lecture theaters and library cubicles. 

Maybe we're a little too cynical. 
Activities Night demonstrated that there are 
those who have created a community with- 
in the Roddick Gates. The question is 
whether there will be enough students next 
year to pick up the slack. 

To combat this apathy problem, the 
McGill Daily will initiate the Apathy Club. 
All are invited to join. There are no fees. No 
meetings will convene. There will be a 
yearbook picture, but no one will urge you 
to show up. In fact, all are members 
already. To remove your n;une from the 
member’s list, come down to Shatner B-03. 
We'd like vou to work for us. 



Your Voice 
Heard 



Hyde Parks 

Hyde Parks, named after the famous 
London site for soap-box politicians, 
demagogues, and revolutionaries, is a 
space devoted to the opinions of our read- 
ers. Although they must be less than 500 
words long, Hyde Parks provide a great 
space for opinion and argument. 
However, unlike letters, the Daily docs not 
guarantee that all Hyde Parks received 
will be printed. Please leave a copy of 
your Hyde Park in the Hyde Park box by 
the office door. 

Comments 

Comments are short opinion pieces 
written by staff members that address any 
topic under the sun. Unlike editorials, 
comments are only the opinion of the staff 



members that sign them. EditoriaLs are 
planned during the weekly staff meeting at 
the Daily and must be passed by a vote to 
be included in the pa|ier. 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the Editor is your space to 
rant, rave, and generally complain. It is 
the reader’s forum for discussion and 
debate, either about articles in the Daily 
or important issues of the times. The 
Daily guarantees that it will print every 
letter that it receives, provided that it is 
under 300 words long and does not con- 
tain racist, sexist, or homophobic expres- 
sions or ideas. Letters must be signed, 
although anonymity can be arranged, 
provided the author speaks to an editor 
beforehand. 
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McGill Daily Statement of Principles 



2.1 The fundamental 
goal of The McGill 
Daily shall be to serve 
as a critical and con- 
structive forum for the 
exchange of ideas and 
information about 
McGill University and 
related communities. 

2.2 Within this optic, 
the staff of the Daily 
recognizes that all 
events and issues are 
inherently political, 
involving relations of 
social and economic 
power. Further, we rec- 
ognize that at present 
power is unevenly dis- 



tributed, especially (but 
not solely) on the basis 
of gender, age, social 
class, race, sexuality, 
religion, disability and 
cultural identity. We 
also recognize that 
keeping silent about 
this situation helps to 
perpetuate inequality. 
To help correct these 
ineequities, to the best 
of its staff’s abilities, the 
Daily should depict and 
analyze power relations 
accurately in its cover- 
age. 

2.3 As an autonomous 
student newspaper, rela- 



tively free from com- 
mercial and other con- 
trols, the Daily can best 
serve its purposes by 
examining issues and 
events most media 
ignore. In particular, it 
should deal with the 
role post-secondary edu- 
cation plays in con- 
structing and maintain- 
ing the current order. It 
should also assist stu- 
dents and other groups 
working for change, 
within a critical frame- 
work, with the aim of 
empowering and giving 
a voice to individuals 



and communities mar- 
ginalized on the basis of 
the criteria mention in 
section 2.2. The Daily’s 
methods should be both 
educative and active, 
and determined demo- 
cratically be its staff. 

2.4 Finally, we recog- 
nize that the Daily must 
remain accessible to the 
student community it 
comes from, and 
should abide by an 
ethic of fairness (as 
defined in the Daily’s 
Code of Ethics) while 
maintaining its auton- 
omy. 
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l\ow I Vial 
you’re back 
in school, 
it’s time to 
plan your 



Travel CUTS 
can help. 



TT hether you're heading home or across Canada, travelling 
to Europe or around the world, we are the student travel expert. 

Started in 1969 by students for students, we serve over 250,000 
students a year, saving them millions of dollars. We negotiate 
special airfares and student discounts, and pass the savings on 
to you. 

Once you've settled, drop by your local Travel CUTS office to 
check out the amazing travel deals and meet our friendly, 
knowledgeable staff. See you soon! 



Student and Budget Airfares 
Rail and Bus Passes 
Spring Break/Reading Week 
Getaways 

Student Work Abroad 
Programme (SWAP) 
International Student Identity 
Cards (ISIO 
Travel Insurance 
Adventure Travel 
Tour Packages 
Language Courses 









The Costs of Being Happy 

Researchers and doctors are beginning to question 
the long-term effects of psychiatric drugs 



by Jodi Latham 

T he debate surrounding the prescrip- 
tion of psychiatric drugs hits grow 
steadily more heated and the allega- 
tions increasingly more alarming. Yet 
despite the controversy, the number of |>eo- 
ple taking such prescribed drugs as Prozac, 
Zoloft, Luvox, Serzone and diet pills 
Fenfluramine, Fen-Phen and Redux has 
also increased dramatically. Does this point 
to growing ranks of those suffering from 
emotional disorders or is it becoming easi- 
er and accepted for individuals to treat 
these disorders? 

In May, at the Prix Galien Canada 
Awards Gala, Prozac was awarded the Prix 
Balleau- Nickerson Award for its “social 
and economic" impact in the treatment of 
a disease. Dr David S. Goldbloom, 
Physician-in-Chief at the Centre for 
Addicition and Mental Health and Professor 
of Psychiatry at the University of Toronto, 
staled that Prozac lues led to a growing 
“acceptance of depressive mood disorders." 
Essentially, psychiatric dregs have removed 
the stigma that was traditionally associated 
with the disorder, making depression and 
treatment more socially acceptable. 

A new book, co-authored by Dr David 
Cohen, is making a case against the likes of 
Prozac. Your Drug Could Be Your Problem: 
How and Why to Stop Taking Psychiatric 
Medications argues that despite their unde- 
niable growth in jKipularity, “Psychiatric 
drugs have long ken prescrikd to large 
numbers." Prozac and Zoloft arc the last in 
a whole host of mood-altering drugs 
including Valium, Librium, ampheta- 
mines, barbiturates and even opiates. 

The fact is that psychiatric medications 
have a long and somewhat checkered his- 
tory, having ken relied on for centuries by 
|ieople to cope with depression, anxiety and 
stress. What Cohen stresses is that with 
each of these drugs it was eventually con- 



ceded that they "were actually causing 
more problems than they solved." The 
question now for the the medical and 
patient communities is, will modern psy- 
chiatric drugs follow in the same direction? 

Out of the myriad of psychiatric drugs 
currently on the market, Prozac is the most 
widely prescribed, taken by over 34 million 
|ieople in over 100 countries worldwide. Eli 
Lilly, the pharmaceutical company that 
discovered Prozac in 1972, points out that 
it is one of the most "thoroughly studied 
anti-depressants" in the world. 

"The absence of traditional side effects 
associated with older anti-depressants h;is 
made treating depression by medication 
more tolerable for many patients,” said Dr. 
Goldbloom. 

Earlier drugs carried such adverse 
reactions as blurred vision, constipation, 
sedation and dietary restrictions - Prozac's 
pop|iers don't ex|ierience any of these. 

But while the short-term effects may be 
comparatively small, there is little known 
about the long-tenn effects of using such 
mind-altering drugs. Few long-tenn stud- 
ies have been conducted, so the results of 
taking these medications for longer than a 
few months remains unknown. Federal 
Drug Administration approval for Selective 
Serotin Re-uptake Inhibitors (SSRI) (such 
as Prozac, Paxil and Zoloft) was received 
after clinical trials lasting only 8-12 weeks. 

Perhaps the most significant among 
the concerns that have risen since these 
drugs' mass marketing began is that many 
of them are being used to treat disorders 
they were never intended to, according toj. 
Rochford, an Associate Professor in 
McGill's Department of Psychology. 

Rochford noted that there is very little 
evidence that anti-depressants like Prozac 
actually benefit those who are not 
depressed. "Considering how little is 



known about the long tenu effects," he 
said, "people should weigh the costs and 
benefits before taking them. " 

Dr. Cohen stressed the fact that "every 
use of mind or mood altering drugs, 
including coffee, cigarettes, ^ >saj 
stimulants, tranquilizers, wT^àgÉft 
or marijuana carries 
cost.” He also [Minted out ; f 
that "no study has ever 1 
shown a positive effect 
from long tenn use 

The fact that students^^®^' 
often suffer from depression, stress, home- 
sickness, and other mood disorders may 
lead them to consider Liking medications 
to help them co|ie. Prof. Rochford suggest- 
ed that students may be tempted to opt for 
drugs such as Prozac rather than counsel- 
ing purely for the fact that taking one pill 
a day less when compared to attending 
therapy sessions, lie also advised that any- 
one suffering from a mood disorder should 
s|x?ak to a therapist .before taking medica- 
tion, for often all that is needed is "good 
social supiwrt ." 

Potential takers may also want to consid- 
er die fact dial some psychiatric drugs have 
ton found to impair memory and concen- 
tration, and in some cases, lead to mental 
disabilities as serious as mania. Cohen notes 
dial taking anti-depressants or stimulants for 
more than a few weeks can leave you 
“depressed, irritable, socially withdrawn, 
impair you i.oncentradon,"whilewididraw;d 
often implies additional complications. 

PsychiaLric drugs may offer a quick-fix 
solution Cohen says, vet [xiople need to "con- 
sider die relative benefits of Liking them 
without knowing what die long tenu effects 
on dieir health might be," said Dr. Cohen. 

"There is no free lunch," said the doc- 





ELECTION 



On September 16, 1999 The McGill Daily 
will be electing an Office Manager; 



■ 
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HJ ACAPULCO (2 weeks) 

I l Hotel Oceanic 2000 (4 stars) 

[j~ \ 1 Bedroom apartment with 

jrjL kitchenette 

SS^Great location on the beach close to 

m yiightlife 

Transfers and taxes included 
Departures on the 24 ,h and 25 th 
December 1 999 



From 



$1299 



(quad occ.) 



Dominican Republic (2 weeks) 

P ELUSIVE Palma-Caribe Hotel 

Is per day 
I BAR 

aorts Activities 
On the Beach 

Transfers and taxes included 
artures on the 27th December 

From $*1 329 (quad occ.) 






•Hl'IdFW 




Telephone Surveys 

• Must be fully bilingual 

• Computer knowledge essential 

• Full, and part-time positions 
available 

• Days, evenings and weekends 

• Salary $8.50/hr 

Please fax resume to: 

Léa Bokay (fax) 931-5720 






Must be Daily staff to run. 
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The Search for a Cure 

Separate factions face-off over life 

By Tal Pinchevsky 




io< animal ttbwoHor. 



D r. Robert Sharpe, lamenting on 
America’s tlm* leading causes of 
death, heart disease, cancer, and 
stroke, notes how these three severe ail- 
ments share at least one commonality. 
Although difficult or even impossible to 
cure once established, these three are 
largely preventable through avoiding 
smoking and heavy alcohol consumption 
and a vegetarian diet. It is in this vein that 
Sharpe stresses the importance of human 
epidemiological study as a means to dis- 
covering this vital avoidance information. 



This having been said, Sharpe questions 
the significance of animal testing, other- 
wise known as vivisection, as legitimate 
medical practice. 

One example of vivisection as point- 
ed out by People Acting for Animal 
Liberation (PAAL) is a study in the 
effects of smoking in which experi- 



menters funded by the American Heart 
Association severed the nerves in dogs' 
hearts, forced chickens to breathe con- 
centrated cigarette smoke, and cut holes 
in the throats of newborn lambs, sliced 
their nerves, and obstructed their 
breathing. These experiments were all 
undertaken despite the presence of a vir- 
tual plethora of information directly 
linking smoking to cancer. What makes 
this study even more impractical is the 
fact that this prior knowledge has come 
primarily from human data. 



Testing Sponsors 

The s|K)nsorship of such gruesome acts 
by seemingly lauded if not formidable 
groups is not restricted entirely to the 
American Heart Association. According to 
PM, the March of Dimes funded an expr- 
iment in which the eyes of newborn kittens 
were sewn shut for a year before these ani- 



mals were killed in order to show how 
deprived vision alters brain development, 
long considered scientific fact. The Red 
Cross conducted numerous experiments 
involving rabbits having 22 to 30 preent 
of their blood let from their bodies every 
two weeks. The Shriners Institute has been 
directly linked to burn expriments on live 
mice, rats, guinea pigs, pigs, dogs, and 
sheep. 

One can not help but feel complied to 
ask how the better part of the ppulation 
could idly sit by while testing facilities 
around the world conduct such expri- 
ments, often not far from our homes. An 
ambitious inner circle has taken this nat- 
ural inclination to a far greater degree and 
have risked their careers and even their 
civil freedom in combating this accepted 
dominion of medical practice. The Animal 
Liberation Front, or ALF, much like PM 
have made it a priority, if not civic obliga- 
tion, to bring light of these expriments to 
the general public. Other than this priori- 
ty to educate, such groups undertake 
severely risky projects that put the 'libera- 
tion' in 'animal liberation'. 

Animal Liberation 

According to the ALF Supporters 
Group, "the ALF carries out direct action 
against animal abuse in the fonn of res- 
cuing animals and causing financial loss 
to animal exploiters, usually through the 
damage and destruction of properly.” 
David Barbarash, a notable ALF representa- 
tive based out of Vancouver clarifies the 
historical constants of the group he is affil- 
iated with. Regarding the ALF, Barbarash 
notes "the things that remain the same are 



This argument is taken just 
a wee bit too far when it is pointed 
out that the only modern regime 
that enacted legislation similar to 
that of animal rights activists was 
Nazi Germany. 
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Darwin: a pro-ririscctionisl 



that the main goals of the ALF are to aid 
and liberate animals from places of abuse 
or to release them to the wild if they are 
ca|iable of surviving and to cause as much 
economic damage as pssible to the ani- 
mal abusers." 

Regardless of your opinion on this par- 
ticular issue, one can't help but admire the 
passion with which Barbarash approaches 
this obviously important part of his life. 
After all, both he and his animal liberating 
peers are implicating themselves in crimi- 
nal acts. If these acts are not aimed direct- 
ly at the more powerful and fonnidable 
corjwrate and philanthropic players on the 
planet, they are at least aimed at what they 
represent. 

The presence of such an awesome 
opponent has not lost itself on 
Barbarash. Maintaining full compo- 
sure, Barbarash states “most of soci- 
ety's problems and the devastation and 
destruction of the earth and animals 
is caused by multinational and 
transnational corporations. Most peo- 
ple that aren’t involved in animal 
issues, like social justice issues, are 
fighting the same corporations for 
various reasons." 

The animal liberation movement 
vows to achieve its goals through non- 
violence. Extrapolating on this affir- 
mation, Barbarash notes “the ALF 
doesn't believe that you can do vio- 
lence against an inanimate object so 
burning down a building or destroying 
vivisection equipment is not a violent 
activity. It is criminal, but it’s not vio- 
lent.” 



Pro-Vivisection 

Countering the statements and actions 
of such grou|is, researchers provide a list of 
popular myths regarding animal vivisec- 
tion. Among the more popular of these 
myths is that there are no laws protecting 
animals. In fact the UK passed the Animals 
Act in 1996 in which it is required, among 
other things, that animal procedures 1) 
take place only in laboratories which have 
appropriate animal accommodations and 
certified facilities, 2) are part of an 
approved research program, or 3) are car- 
ried out by |ieople with sufficient training, 
skills, and ex|ierience. 

These same vivisection representatives 
make a somewhat tongue-in-cheek state- 
ment regarding the so-called “progressive 
philosophy" of not just animal liberation, 
but animal rights as a whole. According to 
these sources, animal rights is in fact a 
regressive philosophy as it is depriving the 
seriously ill of medical advances. This 
argument is Liken just a wee bit too far 
when it is pointed out that the only modern 
regime that enacted legislation similar to 
that of animal rights activists was Nazi 
Gennanv. This regime defended the legis- 
lation saying "the New Germany leads all 
civilized nations in the area of animal 
rights." 

Attacking the truthfulness of animal 
rights propaganda, it is claimed that ani- 
mal rights Groups routinely make ficti- 
tious claims in order to win support and 
money from people without access to other 
information. PETA’s claim that thalido- 
mide successfully passed animal tests is 
said to be absolutely untrue. The ASA, a 
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A senseless victim? 



group regulating the claims of animal 
rights activists in Britain found, in one 
instance, that a group known as Plan 2000 
produced fund-raising leaflets which were 
filled with random claims, all of which 
were found to be untrue. 

BETA is particularly lambasted for its 
views regarding pet ownership. This is 
founded particularly founded in a state- 
ment by BETA founder Ingrid Newkirk in 
1086 in which she said "pet ownership is 
an abysmal situation brought about by 
human manipulation.” 

Other anti-vivisection materials denote 
a recent British survey in which over OTV, 
of doctors believed that animal experi- 
ments have made an important contribu- 
tion to many advances in medicine. In fact 
the BMA, or British Medical Association, 
released a statement saying “the BMA 
believes that animal ex|)erimentation is 



necessary at present to develop a better 
understanding of diseases and how to treat 
them, but believes that, whenever |iossible, 
alternative methods should be used.” 

Lisa Linge, a BETA representative 
based out of Virginia supported any and all 
BETA statements as nothing less than 
truthful. According to Linge “one of the 
problems with the vivisection industry is 
that they make fictitious claims and are 
responsible for things that they claim we 
do." Pro-vivisection sources have even the 
likes of Charles Darwin and Albert 
Schweitzer as strong supporters of animal 
research. In "The Life and Letters of 
Charles Darwin," there is mention of a let- 
ter to a Swedish professor of physiology in 
1881 that reads "I know that physiology 
cannot possibly progress except by means 
of ex|)eriments on living animals and I fad 
the deejiest conviction that he who retards 




An everyday laboratory specimen 



the progress of physiology commits a crime 
against mankind." While this use of the 
Socratic method on Darwin’s part is some- 
what obtuse, it does imply that Charles 
Darwin and David Barbarash would most 
likely not be able to calmly play a full 
giune of checkers, or maybe more appro- 
priately Trivial Pursuit, without some sort 
of mild confrontation. Barbarash and 
many like him would most likely be up to 
such a challenge. After all, such activists 
face a far more ferocious opposition as part 
of their daunting struggle. Barbarash 
addresses the inherent risks of his actions 
head-on in saying "I've taken that risk in 
the past, I’ve ken charged with commit- 
ment of animal likration and I’m willing 
to take that risk. As of now i am too much 
of a public |ieison in tenus of being an ani- 
mal rights activist so the ability for me to 
be involved in animal likration activities 
arc reneged because I'm an obvious target 
and I’m king watched like that." 

Environmental Community 

Within the community of environmen- 
tal activism, there are differing opinions 
regarding the actions of groups like the 
Animal Likration Front or People Acting 
for Animal Likration. Bele Barry of the 
McGill School of Environment voices cer- 
tain reservations with such animal likra- 
tion groups, noting that their short term 
interests compromise the long tenn goals 
of the entire environmental community. 
“In tenus of breaking into facilities," said 
Barry, "I don’t think it’s a very' good idea. I 
think what it does is it reverts die move- 
ment overall. I think if someone bums 
down your house, you would consider it a 
violent act against you and your family." 

Although Lange clearly situates her 
role as that of a spectator regarding ani- 
mal liberation she still adamantly voices 
BETA’S views on vivisection. This passion 
is ever present in Lange’ stating "I do 
understand the frustration that people 
have with changes (in regulation) com- 
ing too slowly. I think that vivisectors. 
need to be held in fire and when they 
claim that a cure for cancer or 
Alzheimer’s is right around the corner, 
they need to be held accountable. As far 
as I’m concerned, the crimes that are 
occurring are taking place in the labora- 
tories.” 
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ur feUow universities in Engtand are not so fortunate in the>ÿ; 
ursult of knowledge. In fact, they have found it necessary to 
inaugurate a Research D^émce Socuety to prevent further 
encroachment on medical science, already burdened by cum- ' 
V^terionie restrictions.; >> 

^^ÿ|fh Çanadâi^é-anti-viv|sectlon moyement has never gained 
any headway. Our neighbours to the south, however, have 
lately been in danger of havlng prohlbitive measures passed by 
certain states. The Hçarst papers, notably, have spread propa- 
ganda for anti-vivisectionists.This propaganda, in the absence 
of any opposition from indifferent scientists, who thought that; 

’ there is no danger of the state passing any regulations pro- 
hibiting such an essential feature of modem science as vivi- 
section, has resulted in the growth of this movement to dan- 
gerous proportions. 

The experiences of English and American scientists can 
serve as an object lesson to us to watch for the beginnings of 
any anti-vivisection propaganda in Canada and nip it in the 
bud before it can grow to inconvenient proportions. 



The Resolution Within 
Even the most apolitical and 
socially or politically apathetic among 
us must admit that we are obliged 
numerous natural wonders on our 



ic red tape. But where do we draw these 
boundaries as to exceeding our obliga- 
tions as the dominant species? 

The argument is clearly far from 
one-sided as, regardless of our place 
on this planet, a greater proportion of 



Most of society's prob- 
lems and the devastation and 
destruction of the earth and ani- 
mals is caused by multinational and 
transnational corporations. 

-David Barbarash 





planet. However, this begs the ques- 
tion: do these wonders that have been 
bestowed upon us necessarily belong 
to us? 

The answer to this question is obvi- 
ously no, especially in our contempo- 
rary society wrought with bureaucrat- 



our population embraces more our 
ecosystem and correlates multination- 
als with deception, 

Is this an inherent result of the 
parity, or lack thereof, between father 
business and Mother Nature? Ask the 
animals. 
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3855 St Denis Street, Montreal 
Tel: 499-0438 



SHERBROOKE 



mmercial Information 

RaKII/ AC Ï* AkIArvA 



From the Daily Archives, December 1937 



Bank of Canada 



CRISIS INTERVENTION AND OUTREACH 



POETRY CORNER 



SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE OE McGILL STUDENTS' SOCIETY 



Reading Chl.neie poetry lor the ilrit time, 
one cannot help but be Impressed by its sim- 
plicity and striking word pictures. You may 
recall, even from your recent study ol the peo- 
ples o! China, that they have for thousands ol 
years maintained a level of rationality and tol- 
erance which we ol the Western world might 
well envy. It is not surprising, then, to find 
mirrored In the reflective philosophy ol their 
verse much of this rationality and tolerance. 

The author of the following poem was Wu- 
Tl, sixth emperor of the Han dynasty. Bom In 
157 B.C., he came to the throne when he was 
only 16. After a long reign, he died In 87 B.C., 
about the time that Julius Caesar was preparing 
to conquer Europe! • 

In this poem; Wu-Ti regrets that he is ob- 
liged to go on an official journey, leaving his 
mistress behind in the capital. He is seated in 
his Stale barge, surrounded by. his ministers. 
Amidst all the elaborate ceremonies, he reflects 
on the end of life. 

-D. G. N. 

AUTUMN WIND. 

Autumn wind arises: white clouds fly. 

Grass and trees wither: geese go south. 

Orchids all in bloom: chrysanthemums smell 
sweet. 

I think of my lovely lady» I never can forget. 
Floating pagoda-boat crosses Fen river. 

Across the mid-stream white sails rise: 

Flute and drum keep time to sound of the 
rowers 1 long; 

Amidst revel and feasting, sad thoughts come; 
Youth's years how few! Age how sure! 

■ . ^V/U-Tl 057-87 3.Ç.I 



SACOMSS is looking for volunteers in the areas of: 
Crisis Intervention: Dedicated female volunteers who are 
sensitive to others and have good interpersonal skills are 
needed to work on our confidential listening service. 

Outreach Program: Female and male volunteers are 
needed to facilitate informal group discussions about issues 
surrounding sexual assault. 

Anyone titenstednnjst attend an Introductory meeting 
offend Fri, Sept 10,200-300, at Shatter fl-ft 



ALL STUDENT SCHEDULES 



ARE WELCOME 

If you are articulate in English, are enthusiastic, 
and have the desire to achieve more than aver- 
age wage then you are the person we are look- 
ing for. 

We offer you the best pay in the business, week- 
ly bonuses and incentives, a fun work environ- 
ment and so much morel! 

Got what it takes??? 

Call Edward at: 

861-5060, ext 687 



Or for more information, contact the 
Sexual Assault Centre Info Line at 398-2700. 

Act now to make a difference. 



IS® Bonaventure 






Provides more baked goods to staff than 
any other organization on campus. 



Coach Canada 



Present This Coupon and Receive a 
$5.00 Discount on Any Student Return Fare. 

This offer valid for all regularly 

^ ' h) 

■ Coach Canada 

(Montreal Corridor, Niaj».ir.i 

IVniiistila and Key Southwestern 

fTl'f-fm ;***'^m Cities.) 



Student Discount 

I Valid until Sept. 19/99 



Fare 8c Schedule Information 



Coach Canada 

()|K*ulnl In 

trentway-wagor ino. 



MONTRÉAL 



The Department of Psychology at the Royal Victoria 
Hospital is offering a semester-long program designed to 
help university students who have severe difficulties with 
attention, organization and time-management to gain 
and maintain skills in these areas. 



cram for exams 



This program, which consists of weekly group and indi- 
vidual training sessions tailored to the demands of the 
academic semester, is particularly appropriate for those 
presenting with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD; 
ADHD). There is a fee for this program. 



For further information, please call 
842-1231, ext. 4284 



Over 400 premium parking spaces 
Newly renovated 
Open 24 hours a day 
Clean and well-lit environment 



per semester 



the McIntyre 

PARKING GARAGE 



Reserve 

your space now! 

Internet: 

www.mcgill.ca/ancillarj7parking.htm 
Phone: (514) 398-4559' 



The only parking spaces left on the downtown campus 

Located just north of Dr Pcnficld between Feel and Drummond 
under the McIntyre Medical Building. 









The Beta Band Has 
the Last Laugh 

The best worst band in the world 



by Monique Stringfellow 

T he Beta Band lias had a good year. 
The four wee lads are the latest 
ex|K»rt from Scotland, which seems 
to have snuck into public consciousness in 
every medium in the three years since 
Trainspotting first thrust Scot 
youth/drug/club- culture into the face of 
ever y North- American old enough to see it. 
Being touted as "the best band in the 
world" and counting members of the 
Beastie Boys, Oasis, and many of the more 
influential voices of the music media 
among their fans, the Beta Band apjiears to 
be the "next big thing" in both indie and 
quirky- electronic music circles. Don’t try 
to describe them in a word 
or even a hyphenization A 

though; this is the band that ya is 
resists classification. ^ - 

Their music ranges 
from Gregorian- like chant- fur 

ing on "It's Not Too 
Beautiful" to old- skool hip- ... 

hop on the band's theme ' Vl 

song to a "Total Eclipse of po 

the Heart" cover that man- _ „ , 
ages to turn the cheesy hit 
into a feedback- and |ier- _____ 
cussion- laden blues song 
They deconstruct and 
reconstruct and distort, making music out 
of nothing and nothing out of music. This 
is their magic. That they are indeed the 
lies! band in the world I am doubtful of; I 
can however say with conviction that they 
are apropos of our time. Their songs are 
testaments to the evolution of our music. 
Call them simplistic or unsophisticated 
and I have one comment in their detense: 
have you listened to the radio recently? 
The problem with the Beta Band is that 
you wonder if you are maybe giving them 
more credit than they deserve; musical 
prophets for the millenium, sure, it's pos- 



sible, but they could just as easily be the 
gawky New- Balance- wearing boys that 
were sitting next to you in The Alley today; 
the only difference being that they some- 
how managed to get their hands on a syn- 
thesizer. 

The band’s first full- length album 
was released this year on the current “it- 
label" Astralwerks, where they now hold 
court with the royalty of electronic music, 
a group that includes well- established 
acts such as The Chemical Brothers and 
Air, as well as the recently arrived but* 
much anticipated Basement Jaxx. If the 
Chemical Brothers are currently the 



The whole point about this 
band is that we’re in it to have 
fun.We pick up the nearest available 
instrument and start banging it. 
We’re not interested in becoming 
pop starts. We’re just into the art of 
sounds. Hi I 



kings of this scene, seated atop a throne 
of international hits and a number- one 
silling record, the Betas are running 
amok somewhere in the castle walls, 
wearing pointy shoes and turning cart- 
wheels. They are the jesters of the new 
musical talent 

They acknowledge that they may well 
lie "the worst hand in the world,” and you 
get the sense that they may even mean it. 
They possess the unaffected 
cool/unabashed dorkiness of the Loser- era 
Beck, liefore he cultivated his current Al 
Green/r wboy/talk- show- host persona. 



The Beta Band's similarities to the master 
of musical collage do not end here. Some 
of their songs could in fact be mistaken for 
Beck; it's the pastiche styling that somehow 
against all odds, works, and the sneaking 
suspicion that beneath their shaggy 
bespectacled white- boy exterior there's a 
soul- brother whose wail cannot be extin- 
guished. 

They are lackadaisical, banging on 
bengos and what apjvear to be cowbells in 
a way that makes you wonder if their crit- 
ical success isn’t the latest version of 
"The Emperor's New Clothes.” Are their 
lyrics post- ironic or just silly? It is indeed 

a fine line, but while 

the po-ino confec- 
his tions created b; 

■s havp Pavement or Beck 

generally fall safely 
'ai table on the ingenious 

ç side, the Bela Band 

o|iens up the great 

nmg 

debate of this centu- 
art of O’, "what is art any- 

f jglk way?" It is daring 

music in the sense 
Jr that it dares to be 

bad. Al worst, their 
music is trite drivel, 
an art- school project that should never 
have gone beyond a spirited conversation, 
the result of one too many pints; at best 
they are t! e aural equivalent of Warhol’s 
Campbell- soup can, the appeal being 
delightfully obvious and sublimely elu- 
sive. So, go ahead, say they're crap, but 
remember: they'd be the first to agree. 
They never said they were any good, “| -co- 
ple who know" just seem to think they 



I’or more information on Ibr buna 
visit urir.beta-baiui.freeserve.co.ulV 





Super-fast computer. 
Super-tempting offer. 




jjj 



Wills itsfcniiunKrushingGJ processor (up to4Su.Mll/) /ml intf^nitcd 12Klm 3D 
gra|tbio> accelerator, tin- ftiwrr Mac* U3 is tlx- pn iftssk nut's daim computer. 
Toallofllut. wx now add the following lem|>tai ion: Just huyone by September 25th 
and you get a mail-in iou|« >n for a fa-e 128MU mam try upgrade t ir a free 
Hewlett Flic tord DeskJet HKIC colour printer Husall50a-iuleifyuuadda 17-inch 
Apple Studio Display to your system Stop in and see for yourself There's nothing more 
irresistible than the combination of .cheer power and fax-stuff 

MeCill Computer Store 
Oumsklellall, Hoorn 112 
(S14)3W-yi25 
Email: titcsÇi cc.megill.ci 



PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS 




Established company 
looking for experienced 
and articulate 
individuals to sell a 
new product. 

WE OFFER: 

/ Competitive base salary and out of i 
this world commissions 
/ Paid training 

J Friendly working environment 
/ Flexible hours to suit your schedule 
y Daily contests and bonuses 

For more info call Patty: 
286-0159 ext. 227 
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ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS 



Rhodes Scholarships 2000 

Eleven Rhodes Scholarships ore open (or Canadian students. These Scholarships are tenable 
at the University o( Oxford, England. They are granted for two years with the possibility 
of extension for o third year. The winners will be required to commence their studies in 
October 2000. The eleven Scholarships ore allotted as follows: three to the Western Region 
(Monilobo, Saskatchewan and Alberto); two to each of Ontario, Quebec and the Maritime 
Region (New Brunswick, Novo Scotia and Prince Edward Island); and one each to British 
Columbia and Newfoundland. 

Eligibility 

A Candidate must: 

1. be a Canadian citizen or o person domiciled in Canada; 

2. hove been born between 2 Oclober 1975 and 1 October 1981; 

3. except for medical students, have received an undergraduate degree before taking up 
the scholarship. 

Information available: 

Office of the Dean of Students 
3637 Peel Street, Room 211 

N.B. Application Forms will be distributed ONLY at Information Sessions 

Information Sessions will be held as follows: 

Thursday, September 9lh 1 999 ol 3:00 p.m. 

Friday, September 10th 1999 ol 1:00 p.m. 

Monday , September 13lh 1 999 at 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 14th 1999 ol 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 1 5th 1999 at 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday, September 16th 1999 ol 3:00 p.m. 

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD 1999 

In order to receive the University's recommendation applicants MUST participate in the 
internal screening process. 

(NOTE: American students can obtain information on the Rhodes Scholarships competition . 
for their home stale from this office.) 



CONTACT LENSES •IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

(on ppQ^ s i r ^Q 0ns ^ 



^ visual examination, OHIP accepted 
glasses in 24 hrs. on most prescriptions 



1 DAY ACUVUE - ACUVUE BIFOCAL 

VISUAL HEALTHCARE EYECARE INSURANCE APPLICABLE 

Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 1 02 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3997 or 844-3248 






McGill Reproductive Centre 

jifft ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL 
687 Pine Avenue West, F6.58 
Montreal, Qc, H3A 1A1 (?/uoh 7 m»M) 

McGill University 

SPERM DONORS NEEDED 

- expenses reimbursed - 

For use in artificial insemination program. Must be 
healthy, between 18-40 yrs, must pass screening tests. 

For info call: 843-1650 or 842-1231 local 6831. 



McGill 




CMudy 

Ai BM (d 



The Student Aid Office will offer the Work Study Program for 1 999- 
2000 with additional funds from the Québec Ministère de 
l'Education to increase work opportunities for students. In addition, 
the Arts Undergraduate Society, with matching funds from the 
University, will contribute to the Work Study Program to create new 
positions in the Faculty of Arts for arts students. 

WHAT IS WORK STUDY? 

Work Study is a financial aid program that provides part-time, on 
campus employment to needy, full-time degree students. Eligible 
employers benefit from subsidized labour costs when Work Study 
students are hired. 

HOW DO I APPLY? 

Program information/application packages are available at the 
Student Aid Office on both campuses. Applications must be returned 
to the Student Aid Office by Friday, September 10, 1999 to be 
considered for the earliest employment opportunities. 

STUDENT AID OFFICE 

Powell Building, 3637 Peel St., Room 200 
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TESOL Certificate Program 

(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) 



Teach English -French or Spanish while traveling in Europe 
- South America or Asia. 

We will train you to become a teacher. 

70 hr. program is accredited by the Canadian Language 
Teachers Association. 

Call Universal Students at 935-0777. 



Monday-Friday 12 AM-9 pm • Saturday 10 am-6 pm 



HMISÏÏH NOW! 

106-403A 

Representing Material 
Culture: Studying the 
Canadian Past through 
Media , Museums and 
Art Gallery Exhibitions 

O W This course examines 20 lh 
[ century Canadian public 
exhibitions, featuring 
documents, photographs, 
film, fine and decorative 
arts, and how they may re- 
veal historical truth and/ 
or create myths about 
Canada's past. 

Monday 1 300-1 600 
3463 Peel, room 201 
Dr. Jane L. Cook 
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Eyes 



A Smart Film But Not An Eye 
Opening Experience 

Spanish Thriller is a little too well-packaged 



By Tyson Neil 

Open Your Eyes is a slick, beautifully 
shot sci-fi thriller where the lines between 
fantasy and reality are all but obliterated. 
The film is well acted and for the most part, 
well written. It raises some very disturbing 
issues about the perils of technology, mor- 
tality, madness, sexuality and narcissism. 
Writer/director Alejandro Amenâbar 
explores these themes with great insight 



and in considerable dqilh. 

Amendbar delivers his powerful mes- 
sages in the form of a dark, complex psy- 
chological thriller where one quickly loses 
sight of what is fact and what is fiction. The 
fact that there is no homogeneous reality 
experienced objectively by everyone forces 
the viewer to feel uncomfortable. The audi- 
ence is continually inculcated with the 



movie’s primary theme of reality being a 
function of one's perception - that the 
world is a construction of one's psyche. 

Open Your Eyes is the story of César 
(Eduardo Noriega), a wealthy young man 
who fancies himself to be a modem-day 
Casanova. On the surface, it would appear 
that he has everything: money, good looks 
and the ability to attract any woman he 
desires. In short, life treated him kindly. 

Then came the fateful night of his 
twenty-fifth birthday. César meets Sofia 
(Penelopé Cruz), a beautiful young actress 
to whom he feels an immediate connec- 
tion. It is not long before she ditches her 
party-date, César's best friend Pelayo, and 
the two spend a meaningful night togeth- 
er, falling in love. He is convinced that 
Sofia is the one for him. 

Then next morning, César leaves her 
apartment and is immediately confronted 
by his ex-lover Nuria (Najwa Nimri), who 
is waiting for him outside in her car. She 
wants to rekindle the relationship and 
offers César a ride home. This is where 
César’s downward spiral begins- quite liter- 
ally. After a heated conversation, Nuria 
loses control and drives her car off the 



road, down a steep incline. 

Nuria is apparently killed and César 
awakens to find himself in the |>sychiatric 
ward of a prison charged with murder. To 
make matters worse, his face has been seri- 
ously disfigured. It is unclear what César 
finds more distressing - the loss of his free- 
dom or the loss of his good looks. 
Essentially, this is where the film truly 
begins. 

César quickly descends into a world of 
paranoia and confusion. Amenâbar never 
really gives the audience an opportunity to 
figure out what life César is living and what 
life he is simply imagining. Throughout 
the feature, César is continually teased by 
the lovely Sofia and taunted by the devilish 
Nuria, whom he thinks died in the car 
wreck. As if he is suffering from some type 
of bipolar disorder, César experiences many 
highs and lows in his struggle to regain 
himself. Amenâbar succeeds in creating a 
labyrinth plot, which seems impossible for 
both César and the viewer to escape. 

In tenns of raising serious questions 
about our world and our reality, Open Your 
Eyes works well; where it does not satisfy' is 
in the way it answers these existentialist 



questions. The simplistic ending does not 
mesh well with the film's overall complex 
nature. Its explanation of why César is 
going through this nightmarish journey, 
where he wavers between heaven and hell, 
is somewhat disappointing. While 
Amenâbar probably intends to raise more 
issues that the film is able to answer, I 
think the opposite is true; César’s predica- 
ment is explained far too easily in the 
film’s contrived ending. It is as if 
Amenâbar needed some logical explana- 
tion to justify’ all the hardships the protag- 
onist was forced to endure. 

Because Open Your Eyes brings up so 
many complex and interesting points, it is 
obvious that no one particular ending will 
do any of these issues justice. There are no 
simple solutions or answers to any of 
Amenâbar's themes, and trying to force 
them into a neat and tidy package devalues 
what the movie sets out to accomplish in 
the first place. 

In the end, Open Your Eyes is an inter- 
esting and intriguing piece of film but it 
tries to do too much with its existentialist 
themes. 



Is There An T 
In Nation? 



The Personal Visions of Canadian Filmakers at 
The 1999 Toronto International Film Festival 
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by Ira Nayman 

When you see a lot of films in a short 
span of time, as happens at film festivals, 
there is a temptation to come up with glib 
assessments of the state of Canadian 
Cinema. For trends to appear in a national 
cinema, there has to be a set of shared cul- 
tural assumptions on the part of all of the 
filmmakers. This is not true of Canada, a 
country which seems to be held together by 
binder twine and a vague (and increasing- 
ly more vague) notion that we’re not 
Americans. With little knowledge of our 
country's history and few values in com- 
mon, Canadian filmmakers tend to fall 
back on their own personal visions, more 
often fed by streams of American popular 
culture than their own country's culture. 
(An example of this is John Paizs’ Tup of 
the Food Chain, a parody of 1950s 
American I! science fiction films.) If there 
is a thread in Canadian films, it is more 
economic than cultural: there isn’t as 
much money to make films here than 
there is in the United Stales. Different film- 
makers take different approaches to this 
fundamental limitation. 

Kal Ng’s science fiction - story, 
Dreamtnps for instance, avoids expensive 
special effects. The story is of a woman 
whose fiance disap|vears a month befoa* 
their wedding, who uses computer-induced 
dream technology to help her sleep. The 
film uses simple computer animation 
effects to supiiort what is an inner journey. 
Ng’s eye for beautiful images enhances the 



otherworldliness of the story (although it 
also has the unfortunate effect of pushing 
the human story he's trying to tell to the 
periphery of the film). 

Ng's approach to science fiction 
(emphasizing concept over effects) is not 
new to Canadian films: Vincenzo Naltali's 
Cube (which screened at the Festival two 
years ago) tried to create its own fully real- 
ized futuristic world within a small budget. 
We shouldn’t consider this a Canadian 
trend, however (see how easily trend analy- 
sis creeps into an article?); this method of 
creating a work of science fiction can be 
seen in films as diverse as Tarkovsky’s 
Stalker and the various versions of 
invasion of the Body Snatchers. 

A different way of making low budget 
films was adopted by Carl Bessai. A note at 
the end of Johnny, his film about a half 
dozen street kids led by a charismatic but 
emotionally unstable squeegee kid, says 
that the film adheres to the Dogma 95 
manifesto promoted by Dutch filmmakers 
Lars von Trier (The Kingdom) and Tomas 
Vinterberg (The Celebration). Those film- 
makers, disgusted by the manipulativeness 
of traditional film techniques, argued, 
among other things, that true films should 
be shot using available lighting, should 
not employ non-diegetic music, and so on. 

Watching Johnny, one can’t help but 
think that the rawness the Dutch filmmak- 
ers have chosen as an aesthetic is a neces- 
sity for most first-time filmmakers with low 



budgets. However, most first-time film- 
makers don't have the same off-centre sto- 
ries to tell; Johnny comes across as a much 
less threatening version of Larry Clark’s 
Kids. 

While economics puts constraints on 
aesthetics, it does not define a national aes- 
thetic. In Canada, our filmmakers seem, 
for the most part, to be following their own 
aesthetic trajectories: Atom Egoyan’s 
Felicia's Journey, which opens the Festival, 
continues the more humane exploration of 
the extremes of human emotion which he 
first portrayed in The Sweet Hereafter; 
Ransen’s Touched is a study of eccentric 
characters not dissimilar to his previous 
film, Margaret’s Museum (although much 
less engaging); lata Pool's Emporte-Moi, 
like all of her films, is a sensitive, low-key, 
character-driven story, this time about a 
young girl trying to come to tenus with a 
difficult home life and her budding lesbian 
feelings; and so un. 

Canada may not be unique in this regard. 
Creativity is ultimately an individual act, after 
all, and finding commonalities in the films of 
any nation will) a reasonably huge number of 
film productions may be futile, journalists 
will try though. 

Hie Toronto International Film Festival 
o|>ens today and continues until Se|Xember 
18th. 





Reaching Beyond the Mainstream 



Undermining corporate culture with Atitlan Industries 



by Yael Friedman and Christine 
Stecura 

A titlan Industries began as a perform- 
ance in the rave community that 
grew to comprise a national record 
label as well as forging paths within the lit- 
erary community, publishing plays and a 
collection of poetry. 

Grant Bosnick is the creator of Atitlan 
Industries, and his goals are made mani- 
fest in his work. They are rooted in com- 
munication among peoples and commu- 
nities spread across a broad spectrum of 
views and opinions. Through this, he ho|)es 
to undermine what he perceives to be a 
monopoly of western coqwratism on art 
across the world. Bosnick plans to promote 
art that is less conventional and may there- 
fore have difficulty reaching an audience. 

Last Sunday evening, an hour before 
his Montreal performance at Foufounes 
Electriques, the Daily had a chance to 
speak with Grant Bosnick. 

Daily: What is Atitlan Industries? 

G.B.: I like to think of it as a birth 
metaphor, an organic life fonn. It was like 
a twelve-month pregnancy leading up to 
its publication. 

Daily: Where did Atitlan industries debut 
publicly and what fonn did it take? 



G.B.: It began at a rave in Toronto where I 
organized a drum circle set up adjacent to 
the main space. It could not compete with 
the DJs in the main room at the rave. So we 
played along acoustically with the artificial 
beats they produced. 

Daily: Tell us about your plan to bring 
together different communities 
G.B.: I spent eight months in Tokyo teach- 
ing business English. There I got involved 
with different artists in various media. I 
was part of organizing a large multimedia 
rave spectacle there that attracted 1400 
|>eopIe. There were ten live bands, a fashion 
show, four DJ's- all of who were British, 
three dance shows- conqxjsed of Japanese 
dancers, as well as a group of Japanese 
musicians. 1 headlined the shows and 
helped to coordinate it. 

Through this I was able to bring together 
the foreign community and Japanese 
community and showcase non-main-, 
stream talent from various parts of the 
world. 



Daily: Tell us about your connection to 
Tokyo 

G.B.: I find Tokyo inspiring. There are lots 




of opportunities...people are always look- 
ing for anything that is new. There is great 
potential to attract an audience. As well 
there is a large foreign community to 
apjieal to and to integrate into thejapanese 
culture. 

Daily: Who are the various artists set to 
perfonn this evening? 

G.B.: Last of Ride, a Japanese band, were 
detained in Ottawa which I am really upset 
about. Yen Calling is the renowned 
Japanese artist Yutaka Fukuoka, who can 
do some pretty amazing things with his 
voice. After a short break, Ariel, who 
remind me of The Cure, and Synaesthetic. 
The last two are Canadian bands. Also 
there will be a multimedia show. 
Unfortunately the structure created by the 
architects fell off their car coming from 
Ottawa and was rurrover by passing cars. 

Daily: How did the other shows in Toronto 
and Ottawa fare? 

G.B.: Ottawa was much more receptive 
than Toronto. During that performance, we 
had Inuit women from Nunavut, and 
Northern Quebec sing with us. Also, a man 
originally from Pakistan sang in Urdu. Our 
show in Toronto was in Lee's Palace. The 
venue was not really suited for our puqios- 



Daily: Are you excited about your show 
tonight in Montreal? 

G.B.: I find jieople in Montreal to lie very 
friendly and receptive to my work and me 
even though I don't speak French. 1 would 
like to eventually return to Canada from 



Japan and live here in Montreal. 

Daily: What are your future plans for 
Atitlan Industries’ 

G.B.: In about two years I want to have a 
big show in Tokyo. It takes about that long 
to plan and make the connections for a 
show that size. 

After that I hope to do what ! have been 



vocals and various other sounds he has 
acquired around the world including, the 
Pacific Ocean, Montreal traffic and the 
Tokyo subway. 

Mesmerizing his audience with his 
ethereal melodic crics Yen surprised every- 
one by reluming tire attention to the audi- 
ence by taking pictures of them with his 
disposable camera. 







doing in Tokyo, in Milan - infusing the 
Italian underground scene into my work. 

Bosnick o|iened the show with a s|x>ken 
word rent that expressed his anger to the 
authorities that refused his friends entry at 
the border. Along with an accompanying 
guitarist ;md many visual aids, he proceed- 
ed to tell his story through |xxiry and 
music. The fusion of the various media 
made his anli-coqtoratc message more 
accessible and fun to watch and listen. 

Yet it was Yen Calling who really s’ole 
thc show. Using a, voice synthesizer to 
record and morph his voice, he mixes raw 






The show at Foufounes was successful 
in introducing new artists such as Yen 
Calling, Ariel, and Synaesthetic to audi- 
ences that may never have had the chance 
to see them otherwise. 

Unfortunately, the show failed to 
attract many s|x*ctators, as it lacked the 
mainstream appeal that attracts larger 
crowds: For Grant Bosnick, Atitlan 
Industries has become a means through 
which artists, who may not have an 
avenue o|xr, to them, can showcase their 
work. He also is idealistic enough to hope 
'Jiat one day soon an audience will lx? 
ready to listen. 



V Medical School (OMSAS) 
October 15, 1999 
rhj Law School (OLSAS) 
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a I November 1, 1999 
Teacher Education (TEAS) 
December 1, 1999 

È Rehabilitation Sciences (ORPAS) 
January 17, 2000 

Occupational Therapy Physiotherapy/Physical Therapy 
Audiology Speech-Language Pathology 

FOR INFORMATION OR TO REQUEST AN 
APPLICATION FORM PLEASE VISIT USAT: 



http://www.oiiac.oii.ca 



ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES’ 
APPLICATION CENTRE 

650 Woodlawn Road West 
P.O. Box 1328 
Guelph ON NIH 7P4 
(519)823-1940 



Esso) Imperial Oil 

You’re on your way 
with Essex 



apply what you know. 

learn what you don't. 

We’re Imperial Oil: Explorer. Researcher. Developer. Manufacturer. Marketer. 
Distributor. Retailer . Leader in every area of its industry . From the search for raw materials 
to the delivery of highly specialized refined pro ducts, few companies can match the breadth, 
scope, and success of our operations. Fewer still can offer the opportunity to learn, grow 
and achieve in so many different ways and in so many different roles as Imperial Oil. 

If you’re graduating from an Engineering, Computer Science, Commerce, Business 
Administration, Earth Science, or related discipline, we’d really like to meet with you. 

Plan on attending our information session on Monday, 
September 13, from 12:00 to 2:00pm in the Faculty Club Ball Room. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Visit us in the Ballroom at the Omni Hotel for: 

The McGill Autumn Career Fair 1999 

Tuesday, September 21 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

For more information about graduate and summer/co-op opportunities at 
Imperial Oil, visit our web site at: 

www.imperialoil.ca/campus 
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daily 

classifieds 

Ads may be placed through the Daily Business 
Office Room B 07 University Centre. 9H00- 
14h00 Deadline is 14h00 two working days 
prior to publication McGill Students & Staff 
{with valid ID) $4 75 per day 3 or more consec- 
utive days S4 25 per day General Public 
S6.00 per day or $5 00 per day for 3 or more 
consecutive days Extra charges may apply, 
prices include applicable GST or PST Full pay 
ment should accompany your advertising order 
and may be made in cash or by personal cheque 
(for amounts over S20 only) For more informa- 
tion. please visit our office or call 398-6790 WE 
CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
PHONE PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFULLY 
WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE PAPER The Daily 
assumes no financial responsibility for errors or 
damages due to errors Ad will re appear free of 
charge upon request if information is incorrect 
due to our error The Daily reserves the right not 
to print any classified ad 



HELP WANTED 

Student*, part-time, your hours, year round, 
work from home, immediate serious income; 
Hi-tech Communications Company. Call 514- 
4834161 (or info. This is not telemarketing! 



Mad Science Instructors 
Needed! 

Now hiring! Work with elementary school 
children. Work on topics such as lasers, fire- 
works, special effects and much more! Must 
have a car, experience with children and 
chemistry knowledge. Call now for interview. 
$20-$30 Hr. 344-6691. 



Suzuki Swift 1993, 156k km, 4-Door sedan 
style, 5 speed, 4 extra winter tires & rims, 
good mechnaics, A/C, security system, $300, 
484-3052. 



Huge Book Sale. 2000 titles • Arts, Anthro Poll 
Sci History Mgmt. Sciences; English-French- 
Russian-German-Spamsh, ETC... Sept 11-12 
10am on. 4593 Draper, NDG Bus 102/103. 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING MOVERS/STORAGE 



Master School of 
Bartending 

Bartending and table service courses. 
Student rebate, placement program. 849- 
2828, www.Bartending.com 



Looking for a Nanny/Graduate Student 
who’s looking for a quiet and comfortable 
accomodation. St-Laurent near Metro. 
Caring is needed for a boy (3). Call Marco 
450-9234070. 



Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Term papers, resume*, 

applications, transcnption of tapes. Editing of 
grammar. 31 years experience. 
$1.25/D.S.P.(same day $1.50) 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 288-9638. 



LESSON S/COURSES 



Come and practice your French with franco- 
phones. Bilingual Club. Half and half (450) 
465-9128. 

Modem Dance Classe* - Begmning/intermed. 
Tu and Th 5:45 - 7:15 starting Sept. 14. Live 

music FREE TRAIL CLASSES SEPT 14 + 

16. 372 SteCath W. #303. 279-6208. 



Travel-Teach English. 

5 day/40 hr OTT. Oct 13” 7. TESOL 
teacher cert, course (or by corresp.) 1000's 
of |obs available. NOW. Free Info pack, toll 
free 1-888-270-2941. 



For sale. Canon BJC4000 Colour Bubble Jet 
Printer. Best offer. Extra cartridges included. 
Call 398-6790. 

For sale Apple Image Writer/Style Writer. 
Come to B07. Daily will take best offer. 398- 
6790. 



Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. Local 
& long distance. Ott-Tor-Van-NY-Fla-7 days, 24 
hours, low rates. Steve 735-8148. 



STUDENT SPECIAL 




forjCadùi 
cutVitÿU 

8M-U786 ~ 

2075 University (Metro Level) near Sherbrooke 



Hairstylist for 
Men 

288-8813 



ibd 

INTERNATIONAL 

in ; si\i ss i)ii;k< t oriis 



Education costs getting 
you down? 

THINK about this.... 



/ base salary & commissions, paid weekly 

Rill time ave. $350-800/ part-time (10-15 hours) 
$1004300 

daily/weekly motivational contests 

✓ deal widi our client base in the USA {no FnencI) 
required) 

easy to sell business directories 

✓ paid comprehensive training program 

✓ comfortable offices & dynamic pressure-free 
atmosphere 

work widi die coolest Managers in Montreal! 
v/ downtown loacadon, near McGill & Peel Metros 



THINK you want to know more? 
CALL 877-4877 ext. 2235 
We’re on the web at: 
www.mmibd.com 






etroponun new* ebb-y/// i 

Cypress St. Newspapers & magazines load- 
ed with ads for jobs, business, apts, con- 
dos, etc. Needs someone to help at their 

I leisure hours. Also student with computer at 
his convenience, Mac literate. 



Looking for mutlcian* into Guns N Roses, 
Zeppelin, Aerosmith etc... For Jammin’. 
Attitude over expertise. Call Nick ® 287-7323. 






Riding Boston-Montreal once a month on 
week-end. Need a ride, round trip? Call 
Theodore at 617-738-5130 (home), 617-632- 
0594 (work) or wnte to tbale@caregroup.har- 
vard.edu 



Gay couple, looing for a roomate Ste- 
Catherine coin St-Mathieu. Nice and calm 
place 360$ all inlucded. Ask for Dennis 
935-5697. 
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n ~ r EVERY PUFF Of YOUR 
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WELCOME STUDENTS 
to our 



niversityV 
VJP oung 






Fellowship 



Peoples Church of Montreal 



A Family Church 
for 61 Years 
in the 

Heart of Montreal 



Bttfi 



U mir 



Corner of Union & Sherbrooke W. 

(514) 845-9834 



Fridays: University & Young Adults at 7:30pm. 
Sundays: Morning Worship at 9:45 and 1 1 : 10am 
Evening Service at 6:30pm 

A Member of the Associated Gospel Churches 



The following :» « brief note 
Sent to the editor, of Lhc Daily 
By a delecatior. cf prcfesion. 

. . Gentlemen, with proper hu-Jity, we 
Offer this lucgestion. We have noticed 
In the pait, that révérai items of humor 
Have received publication within the paies 
Of your most estimable paper. .Wc»uu*.jt 
That these Items be Increased in number, 

Be made more subtle, and be printed 
In the upper r!|ht hand comer of Pa ie One, 
So that our students may read them 
In lectures without annoying us with 
Cautious surreptitious folding of paper. 
Trustinf that this will meet with your 
Approval, etc . . . May it "be remarked that 
We heartily second this luggeitioo. 

Then v« won't miss a juicy ooe . 

Hidden away somewhere en Pale Tour. 

. .. *-U s.ïosyçi, 



Language Exchange Program 

education Learn any language simply by teaching yours 
in exchange. 14 languages available. English - 
French - Spanish - Japanese - Chinese... etc. 

3 Meetings per week, 

(Mon - Wed - Fri) (6 to 8 p.m.) 

Call Universal Education Society: 935-5853 



LOOKING FOR PEOPLE LIKE YOU SINCE 191 1 



Read our books, review our books, keep the books, 
impress your friends with Lite size of your library. 




Provides more baked goods to staff than 
any other organization on campus. 



HOTEL CENTRE-VIIIE 

large rooms 
entirely equipped 
fridge provided 
starting at $450/month 

843-2483 



OPTOMETRIST 
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The Hook Shelf. Mondays in the 

mm t laits 



Access InIO'Tech 

2029 Metcalfe 

288-6000 

» Across the street from McGill 
• Serving McGill for 10 years 



Students are covered foe their eye exam & get S7S 
coverage towards eyeglasses or contacts • with their 
Health Insurance. 



Eye Exam 
Eye Glasses 

Contact Lenses SZSflSgffi 
Student 8 Faculty Discount 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 

1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 

IconwrGujI 



1 82®* 

933-8700 
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With a contact lens fitting exam you will receive 
a FREE pair of disposable contact lenses and the 
new Complete ALL-IN-ONE solution starter kit. 

COMPLETEII | 

ALL-IN-ONE SOLUTION 







Sherbrooke W« (corner Mackay) 

2nd location: 2354 Lucerne Rd. 341 -2020 

Savings include eye examination and complete pair of prescription giasses 





